
Stability of 
Latin Juntas 


By Juan J. Waite 

United Press International 

Defense Secretary Melvin R. 
Laird considers the military 
“the only cohesive group” in 
most Latin American coun- 
tries, but denies that the Pen- 
tagon is encouraging military 
takeovers through its training 
programs, congressional testi- 
mony showed yesterday. 

At the same time, the De- 
fense Department warns that 
the United States is losing 
ground and will continue to 
lose it to European arms sales- 
men as long as U.S. arms sales I 
to Latin America are limited 
by Congress. 

These statements were 
made by top Pentagon officials, 
including Laird, during secret 
hearings held last March by 
the House Appropriations 
Committee. A heavily cen- 
sored transcript of these hear- 
ings was released yesterday. 

“I think it is important for 
us to bear in mind that the 
military is the only cohesive 
group in many of the couni 
tries of Latin America and 
that they are very important ” 
Laird testified. 

No part of the U.S. training 
given Latin American officer? 
is in any way related to over 
throw of governments, but on 
the contrary is aimed at main- 
taining internal security and 
j stability in order that eco- 
i nomic progress can be 
j achieved.” 
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Laird said the political atti- 
tude of the Latin American 
military was a product of the 
environment in which they 
live. “Intervention by the mili- 
tary when it judges that the 
government has failed has 
been a widely accepted reac- 
tion in Latin America,” he 
said. 

U.S-. military programs . in 
Latin America “cannot be ex- 
pected to negate the political 
beliefs and attitudes of a life- 
time,” he said. He cited the 
Nixon administration policy to 
the effect that “we have a 
clear preference for free and 
democratic processes, but we 
deal with governments as they 
are.” 

Another witness, Christian 
Chapman, of the State Depart- 
ment’s Bureau of Politico-Mili- 
tary Affairs, said one of the 
purposes of U.S. military train- 
ing programs in Latin Amer- 


ica was “to improve the pro- 
fessionalism of the Latin 
American officers and men, 
and to also improve their tech- 
nical capabilities, which has 
some side uses in civilian 
economy.” 

But it is not to encour- 
, age them to assume, political 
[power,” Chapman testified. 

At present, the military con- 
trols — directly or indirectly 
—the governments of 11 Latin 
American nations: Guatemala, 
El Salvador, Honduras, Nicara- 
gua, Paraguay, Ecuador, Pana- 
ma, Bolivia, Argentina, Brazil 
and Peru. 

On the issue of military 
sales, Laird said it was “a 
great mistake” by Congress to 
have limited the United States 
to a $75 million ceiling. 

(Since those hearings, the 
administration has doubled 
that ceiling to $150 million, to 
the distress of a number of 
congressmen). 

“This limitation that we 


I !* a y. e on A saIes has meant that 
Latin America has turned 
m ° re and more to the French 
and the British suppliers, and 
they are moving in there with 
®J.^ : ‘ lncreas ihg efforts,” Laird 

The same was said by Air 
Force Lt. Gen. Robert H. War- 
ren, Deputy Assistant Secre- 
tary of Defense for Military 
Assistance and Sales. 

He said that since 1968 Eu- 
ropean nations have sold Latin 
America armaments valued at 
over $850 million. “A major 
share of these sales, particu- 
larly for aircraft, would have 
accrued to the United States if 
we had modified our restric- 
tive policies at an earlier 
date,” Warren said. 

I think most countries in 
Latin America would prefer to 
deal with the United States” 
he said adding that it would 
?? v _, ei J beneficial” to the 
United States if it could start 
selling arms again to Latin 
America. 



